tient in each of his hands, and moves his finger upon the arteries somewhat in the way that the fingers of a musician are moved upon the cords of a violin.
The Chinese manner of feeling the pulse differs from the above, the Chinese doctors feeling the pulse successively in the two arms, and not in both at once. When the lama has sufficiently studied the nature of the disease, he pronounces his opinion. As, according to the religious belief of the Tartars, it is always a tchutgour, or demon, who torments the affected part by his presence, it is necessary, as a preliminary, to prepare, by medical treatment, for the expulsion of this devil. The lama doctor is also, at the same time, apothecary; mineral chemicals play no part in the preparation of the specifics employed by the lamas. Their remedies are always composed of powdered vegetables, which they infuse, or make up in the solid state, and roll into the form of pills. When the little store of the vegetable pills is exhausted, the lama doctor is no way disconcerted on that account; he inscribes on some little scraps of paper, in Thibetian characters, the name of the remedies, then he rolls the paper between his fingers, after moistening it with saliva; the patient takes these little boluses with as much confidence as if they were true pills. To swallow the name of the remedy, or the remedy itself, say the Tartars, comes essentially to the same thing in the end.
" After the medical treatment employed to facilitate the expulsion of the devil, the lama orders prayers conformable to the quality of the devil who has to be dislodged. If the patient is poor, the tchutgour is evidently small; and, in that case, the prayers are short, and of little solemnity; sometimes they limit themselves to a simple formula of exorcism; often, indeed, the lama contents himself with saying, that there is no need either of pills or prayers; that they must wait with resignation till the patient either recovers or dies, according to the decree pronounced by Hormoustha. But tent, which they struck violently with cudgels, whilst they uttered yells which made our hair stand on end. After having three times performed this diabolical rondo, the string of people re-entered the tent precipitately, and each one resumed his place. After this, whilst the assistants covered their faces with their hands, the grand lama rose to set fire to the manikin. As soon as the flame began to arise, he uttered a loud cry, which was repeated by all the other voices. The ' black men' took hold of the burning devil, and, rushing out with it, carried it to the fields, to a distance from the tent.
Whilst the tchutgour of intermittent fevers was burning away, amidst cries and imprecations, the lamas remained squatted in the interior of the tent, and chanted their prayers in an agreeable, grave, and solemn tone.
" When the people of the family returned from their courageous expedition, the chants ceased, and gave way to joyous exclamations, interlarded with loud bursts of laughter. Presently the whole party issued tumultuously from the tent, and each one taking a lighted torch in hand, they marched off: the ' black men' went first; then came the old woman with the fever, supported under the arms by two members of the family; behind her marched the eight lamas, who made the air resound with their hideous music. They then conducted the old woman into a neighbouring tent; for the doctor lama had decided that for one whole month she must not return to her old abode.
u After this comical treatment, the patient was entirely cured, for the attacks of fever did not recur. As the period for the recurrence of the paroxysm was exactly the hour when this infernal performance commenced, it is probable that the fever had been cut short by the violent excitement occasioned by this, the most fearful and fantastic scene which can be imagined."?Tom. 
